
WEEK 2 
4-5 LESSON

Need to Know: God Is Loving
Bible Story: John (1 John 4:7-19) 

1. WELCOME kids to small group, and TELL them your name.     

2. Then, SAY: To start  small group today, we're going to go around the circle. When it 's your turn, share 
your name and answer this question: If you were a contestant on the game show, "Amazonia," which 
would be more tempting to sneak into the rainforest: toilet  paper OR candy bars?  

3. Going around the circle, ALLOW kids to share their names and answer the quest ion. 

4. Once everyone has had a chance to play, SAY: It 's funny to think about being a contestant on 
"Amazonia" and being tempted to break the show rules. There are t imes when we're all tempted to 
do wrong things and t imes when we choose to do wrong things. No matter what we do though, God 
st ill loves us. Being loving is just part  of who He is! That 's what we need to know today. Let 's all say 
this together.  

5. HAVE kids repeat  the Need to Know after you: God Is Loving 
     

1. SAY: Let 's read a story from the Bible to help us see that God is loving! While I read the story, I'm 
going to give you word clues that you have to solve by using a cipher. We'll see which team is the 
fastest at  uncovering each word as we go! 

2. DIVIDE kids into pairs. GIVE each pair a Cipher Key,  dry erase marker ,  dry erase board,  and paper towel.  

3. Once all teams are ready, HOLD up the Cipher Card with the number one in the bot tom right  corner. 
ALLOW teams to race to use their Cipher Keys to f igure out  the f irst  mystery word. The team that  writes 
it  on their dry erase board f irst  wins the round! 

4. After the group discovers the f irst  word, ALLOW kids to erase their dry erase boards while you READ the 
corresponding sect ion of the Bible Story Sheet  to the group.    

5. REPEAT for all Cipher Cards in numbered order unt il you have f inished reading the Bible Story Sheet  to 
the group.    

Opt ion 1: Play "Coconut  Cup Surprise"

1. SAY: Let 's play "Coconut Cup Surprise" to help us remember that God is loving! 

2. DIVIDE kids into two teams, and GIVE each team f ive Banana Cards to start  the game. 

3. SPREAD the remaining seven Banana Cards and the Monkey Cards,  picture side up, in the center of the 
group. HAVE kids close their eyes, and SHUFFLE the Cards around. Once the Cards are mixed up, PLACE a 
cup upside down on top of each Card so the Cards are hidden.   

4. ALLOW kids to open their eyes. ALTERNATE teams, allowing one child from each team to turn over a 
"coconut " by choosing a cup and moving it  to reveal the Card inside. 

5. If  the child f inds a Banana Card,  he/ she can add it  to his/ her team's collect ion while you MOVE the cup 
aside. Then, READ the f irst  quest ion from the Quest ion Sheet  to the team. CONTINUE to move through the 
Quest ion Sheet  as the remaining Banana Cards are found.  

6. If  the child f inds a Monkey Card,  the monkey has stolen some of the team's banana supply! READ the back 
of the Card to the group, and REMOVE that  number of Banana Cards from that  team's stack. HAVE kids 
close their eyes, and then PLACE the Monkey Card back underneath the cup,  moving it  to a dif ferent  
locat ion. 

7. CONTINUE playing unt il seven Banana Cards have been found and all quest ions from the Quest ion Sheet  
have been discussed. 

8. COUNT the number of Banana Cards each team has collected. The team with the most  Banana Cards wins! 
SANITIZE hands, and GIVE kids candy,  rewarding the winning team f irst .    

9. REVIEW the Need to Know with the group: God Is Loving 

Opt ion 2: On Back
    



ASK your group for any prayer requests. Then, PRAY the following for your group:

- That  they would t rust  that  God will never stop loving them
- That  they would love others because of the way God loves them 

KEEP kids engaged in Small Group unt il they are checked out  by doing any of the following act ivit ies: 

- USE a dry erase marker and dry erase board to play "Amazon Pict ionary" or "Amazon Hangman," using 
pictures or words of things you would f ind in the Amazon. Some examples include: 

- Snake
- River
- Toucan
- Frog
- Leaves

- PLAY "Hidden Obj ect ": 

- PLACE three cups in the middle of the group, and PLACE a small obj ect  from your bin (e.g. 
candy) underneath one of the cups.

- ALLOW kids to watch you as you MIX the cups by sliding them. 

- Then, ALLOW kids to guess which cup the obj ect  is hidden under. 

1. SAY: During this series, we're going to memorize a verse that helps us know who God is! If you can 
say the whole verse by yourself at  the end of the series, you will win a prize.  Let 's practice it  
together today: 

?Lord God,
with your great power
you made the earth and the sky.
There is nothing too hard 
for you to do." 
Jeremiah 32:17 

2. SAY: Let?s play a game to help us remember the verse! 

3. DIVIDE kids into two teams, and GIVE each team a puzzle bag.  

4. When everyone is ready, ALLOW teams to open their bags,  pull out  the puzzle pieces,  and put  the 
puzzle together as fast  as they can. The team that  puts it  together f irst  is the winning team!  

5. Once both teams have completed their puzzle, REVIEW the verse with the group. 

6. CHECK to make sure that  the puzzle pieces are placed back in the appropriate bag.  

7. REMIND kids to pract ice the verse at  home this week. 

Opt ion 2: Generate Group Discussion

1. SHARE a personal story about  a t ime when you recognized how much God loves you. MAKE SURE your 
story is appropriate for the age group. 

2. GENERATE addit ional group discussion for 5 to 6 minutes by asking the following quest ions: 

- How do you feel when you do something that you know is wrong? Does it  ever make you 
feel like God doesn't  love you anymore or that you need to make it  up to Him? 

- How can we be sure that God loves us no matter what we do?
- When you think about the way God loves you, does it  affect  the way you treat others? 

How?    

3. After group discussion, SANITIZE kids' hands and GIVE them candy for part icipat ing. 

4. REVIEW the Need to Know with the group: God Is Loving 


